

a lot can happen in one week....make it count.

HOW TO:
LEAD STUDENTS TO A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
AND OUR BAPTISM PROCESS
Great Life Group Leaders lead students step by step to God.
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5 Step Process for leading students to baptism
and a relationship with Jesus
with practical TIPS and TRICKS for every step of the way.
1. HAVE THE CONVERSATION
●

BE INTENTIONAL
○ Don’t be awkward!
■ Be AWARE of when students give you cues to where their faith is.
○ IDENTIFY those students who haven’t been baptized.
○ A great question to ask ANYONE is “who is God to you?”
■ This is a very accessible and non-invasive question that leads to a real revealing answer.
○ MAKE THE TIME.
■ You don’t have time, I get it, but it takes TIME to build a relationship. That 3 minute conversation that you have
when you square up and focus on their world will make a HUGE difference.

●

BE RELATIONAL
○ Be real! Share YOUR Story.
■ Prepare to be relational by preparing your story. What did you struggle through? What did you doubt? How did
God use the people in your life to change lives?
○ Be observational!
■ When you have a prepared script on the principles of baptism...you miss out on the fact that declaring and
giving a LIFE to the immeasurably awesome GOD OF THE UNIVERSE...will change a life.... So read the room,
see the students who stir in their seats, take note of the students who are uneasy, and engage the the unlikely
students. You never know who it is that God has placed you in their life to change their life.

2. CELEBRATE THE DECISION
●

CELEBRATE THE BAPTISM DECISION
○ Go nuts!
■ Why not? Baptism is a game changer, a life changer, and an exciting moment...so celebrate it!

●

CELEBRATE EVERY DECISION
○ They way you celebrate the decisions that students make about their faith determine the way they make decisions about
the way they live their life.
○ It also shows other students in your Life Group that they can make a next step too!
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3. CONNECT WITH THE FAMILY
●

THE KID
○ Take the time to talk to a kid realistically and practically about what baptism is and what it means for their life. Use the
Salvation Conversation Guide at the end of this guide.
○ But remember...our faith isn’t a checklist. Don’t make the conversation into an interview or a checklist… in your heart…
aim to help a student understand:
■ Who Jesus is…
■ What Sin is…
■ What Jesus did…
■ What it means for our life - then, now, and tomorrow
■ Read through Acts 2

●

THE FAMILY
○ Take the time to connect with their family. Because:
■ You never know if this is an opportunity to reach their family.
■ This is an opportunity to partner with their family to help students more effectively.
■ You REALLY don’t want family to miss a baptism.

4. BAPTIZE THE KID
●

THE GETTING IT DONE
○ Make sure you celebrate
○ Make sure you talk to the family
○ Schedule the baptism:
■ When is the baptism happening? (weekend or at studentlife?)
■ Where is it happening?
■ Who is baptising? (You, Parents, someone else. Just make sure they are baptized themselves as well)
○ Contact YOUR Leader

●

THE EXCITING STUFF
○ Make sure to PLEASE give your leaders at least 1 day in advance.
○ Instruct the student and families to meet us 30 minutes before service and inform your leader.
○ Your script: “Hey Real Life, my name is ________, I serve as a leader in studentlife, and this is __________, ___________
has made the decision to follow Jesus and is here to be baptized. __________, what is your confession? Jesus is Lord.
Because of your confession, I can now baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” DUNK.

5. FOLLOW UP
●

LIFE IN CHRIST
○ Be sure to explain what it means to live as a Christian...and show them that you’re there for them.
■ Help them to connect relationally to grow spiritually, in order to go faithfully.
● Emphasize how important it is that they keep committing to be a part of studentlife and staying
connected...because they can change the world. Changed lives change lives.
● Reach out to them about growing in their faith through small steps like praying and reading their bibles
for the first time to praying consistently and having a real and thriving relationship with God.
● MOBILIZE their faith by helping them to use their passions and strengths to make a difference with
their time, talent, and treasure.

BAPTISM

studentlife

What it means to
follow Jesus and be baptized
Our Response

The New Testament both commands and shows how we should respond to God’s offer of forgiveness. This faith response includes these aspects:
BELIEVE in Jesus.
• It is recognizing that he is God’s Son; he came as a man, died for us and rose from the dead. (1 Corinthians 15:3-5)
• It is having faith, which is placing our total trust in him. (John 3:16)
• It is NOT simply intellectual assent, Biblical faith includes obedience to Him. (James 2:14-24)
DECLARE that Jesus is Lord.
• It is publicly declaring that you are now living your life for Jesus. (Romans 10:9-10)
• It is NOT simply saying that you believe in Jesus, but that He is in charge of your life. (2 Corinthians 9:13)
• It is never denying him, even when people and situations pressure you. (Matthew 10:32-33)
REPENT of (or turn away from) sin.
• It is asking for forgiveness while we walk toward Jesus and away from sin. (Acts 2:38)
• It is NOT achieving perfection before you follow Jesus, but it is changing your heart and mind, turning from your old way of life. (Acts 26:20)
• It is NOT merely being sorry for what you have done, but getting right with God. (2 Corinthians 7:10-11)
Be BAPTIZED into Christ.
• It is for believers only and it is properly done by immersion in water. (Acts 8:36-38)
• It is NOT magic water, but it is commanded as part of the faith response to the gift of God’s grace. (Acts 2:38) (Galatians 3:26-27)
• It is our pledge to God that pictures Jesus’resurrection in our life. (1 Peter 3:21) (Romans 6:4)
LIVE IT OUT.
• It is following Jesus for the rest of your life. (Revelation 2:10)
• It is growing in our relationship with Him. (Philippians 1:6, 2:12)
• It is staying connected to Jesus and bearing fruit for Him. (John 15:5-8)
• It does NOT mean you will never sin again, but that you will not deliberately continue in sin. (Hebrews 10:26)
• It is NOT earning grace, but it is a response to grace. (Romans 6:1,2)

PERSONAL RESPONSE INVENTORY:

Realizing that God loves me and created me to have a personal relationship with Him, and that my sin makes me guilty and separates me from God - I have
responded in the following ways:
I BELIEVE that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died for me upon the cross.
I have REPENTED of my sin, turning from my old way of living to God.
I have DECLARED Jesus to be the Lord (Leader) and Savior (Forgiver) of my life.
I have been BAPTIZED (immersed) in obedience to Christ’s example and command.

NEXT STEPS:

• GROW in your relationship with God and COMMIT to building relationships with your Life Group. (Matt 28:19)
• Start SERVING (Gal 5:13, 1 Peter 4:10)
(see Life Group Leader for more info)
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